
CONSERVATION DISTRICT TECHNICIAN 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This position is located in the Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River Conservation District Office, 
Trinidad, Colorado, assisting the cooperators of the Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River and the 
Branson-Trinchera Conservation Districts in carrying out a coordinated program of natural 
resources conservation. In conjunction with the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS), technician provides engineering assistance, surveying assistance, noxious weed 
inventory, and basic conservation planning to the landowners of Las Animas County 
landowners. 
 
MAJOR DUTIES 
 
Gathers preliminary planning data and information; provides a general evaluation of the 
conditions of various resources, the landowner’s attitude toward and interest in conservation 
measures, and potential problems in developing a conservation plan. 
 
Assembles data and descriptive information covering land units or ranches/farms; identifies 
native rangeland, cropland, hay land, forestland and other land use to determine field size for 
mapping.  Reduces field notes and prepares data sheets for higher grade technicians and 
prepares designs for standard conservation practices. 
 
Advises clients on the installation and maintenance of a system of conservation practices or on 
the integration of conservation practices into such a system under normal conditions. 
 
Advises on installation and maintenance of single conservation practices when special 
conditions or the practices require consideration of several physical factors such as elevations, 
gradients, spacing and drainage. 
 
Makes simple adjustments in conservation practices when necessary, in accordance with set 
standards. 
 
Performs engineering surveys in conjunction with NRCS staff, layout and stakes standard 
conservation practices and checks that all practices are installed according to design. 
 
Makes surveys required for planning or application of conservation practices involving the use of 
instruments such as levels, transits, total survey stations, global position systems, and various 
measuring techniques and makes observations on the adequacy of applied practices. 
 
Prepares necessary records and reports on work accomplished. 
 
Provides GIS support and necessary training to the Trinidad office for conservation planning 
support. 
 
Receives a short-term follow-up schedule, makes own appointments, and adjusts schedule to 
conform to special requests, weather conditions, or similar disruptions. 
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Emphasizes meeting the objectives of equal opportunity and affirmative employment plans and 
requirements.  Ensures that functions are carried out without regard to race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, age or physical or mental handicap. 
 
Required to operate a motor vehicle incident in carrying out assigned duties.  Requirement 
pertains to driving a sedan, van, or pickup truck during the day or night hours on public 
highways for the performance of official duties.  The number of driving hours is dependent on 
the overall needs of this position.  A valid driver’s license is required. 
 
Assist landowners with rental and set up of District owned equipment, ie. No Till Drill, Perc 
machine, sprayers, etc.  Onsite assistance to landowners.  This includes inspecting for damage 
at check in and check out.  Making sure equipment is returned clean.  Assist producers in 
calibration of drill.  Minor repairs as needed. 
 
Actively supports and participates in the safety and health program activities as required.  
Complies with all appropriate safety and health rules and regulations in the performance of 
assigned tasks. 
 
Receives, ranks, approves, and implements district conservation cost-share programs. 
 
Writes and communicates orally to address moderate sized groups of interested landowners on 
soil and water conservation techniques.  
 
Performs other duties as assigned. 
 
EVALUATION FACTORS 
 
1. Knowledge Required by the Position  
 

These areas of knowledge are essential to the position and can be learned through on-
the-job training with NRCS. 
 
Knowledge of a wide range of soil and water conservation principles, animal agriculture, 
methods and techniques to skillfully assess conservation alternatives. Applies 
knowledge to assist with the installation and maintenance of conservation practices.  
 
Knowledge of soil and water conservation, erosion control techniques, and related 
engineering practices sufficient to prepare designs for grade stabilization structures, 
streambank fencing, wetland restoration, livestock crossings, diversions, culvert outlet 
structures, terraces, small ponds and land drainage measures.  
 
Knowledge of the general care of and management of animals. 
 
Knowledge of soil plant relationships, soil acidity and alkalinity, natural drainage, water 
tables and fertility sufficient to determine appropriate crop suitability, pasture, hay land 
and range management methods and practices and equipment for installation of these 
practices.  
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Knowledge of surveying skills, drafting skills and similar engineering skills to prepare, 
under guidance from a higher-grade employee, preliminary designs, etc., for 
conservation projects. Knowledge and skill to inspect and supervise the construction 
contract on a day-to-day basis for various projects under the supervision of the district 
conservationist or other NRCS government representative.  

 
2. Supervisory Controls 
 

The NRCS district conservationist in the Trinidad Field Office makes overall work 
assignments.  Performances of assigned conservation duties are completed in 
accordance with established procedures.  Assignments involving unusual circumstances 
or techniques new to the technician are accompanied by specific instructions and 
procedures (e.g. unfamiliar combination of conservation practices).  All work is 
performed under the close supervision of higher-graded NRCS employees.   The 
Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River Conservation District Board of Supervisors has sole 
authority to change conditions of employment.  
 

3. Guidelines 
 

USDA - NRCS procedures cover assigned work as applicable and include the annual 
Plan of Operations, engineering handbook, technical standards, specification and 
supplements, soil survey data, and textbooks on soil and water conservation.  
 
The performance of field work requires some judgment given the environmental 
conditions of the agricultural or community land unit under consideration. The 
conservation technician identifies and chooses appropriate conservation measures from 
among available alternatives. Where procedural guidance is insufficient, referral is made 
to the appropriate higher graded specialist or supervisor.  
 

4. Complexity 
 

The assigned work requires the performance of soil and water conservation operations 
including the installation and maintenance of one or several accepted conservation 
practices. Special land use characteristics may necessitate consideration of physical 
features such as elevations, grading, and drainage.  
 
The conservation technician considers and chooses from among several standard 
alternative conservation measures the appropriate practice suitable for installation on a 
land unit. Follow-up and maintenance work generally is necessary to effect periodic 
adjustments, completing initial installation efforts.  

 
5. Scope and Effect 
 

The purpose of the assigned work is to advise representatives of local government units 
and land unit owners on a broad range of soil and water conservation practices, 
methods, and procedures, including rotational grazing practices, applicable to a variety 
of topographical conditions.  
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The work of the conservation technician reduces potential loss to soil and water erosion 
and results in the installation of conservation systems in a designated district.  

 
6. Personal Contacts and  
7.   Purpose of Contacts,  
 

Typically, contacts are with NRCS soil conservationists, soil conservation technicians, 
engineers, engineering technicians, conservation district manager and conservation 
board of supervisors.  Contacts are made with local public officials, rural and community 
residents either singly or in groups, to provide and obtain soil and water conservation 
information (e.g. demonstration of conservation techniques to landowners or factual 
exchange with a contractor).  

 
The purpose of the contacts is to obtain, clarify, and provide soil and water conservation 
information and data, e.g. irrigation methods, pasture, hay land and range practices, 
grazing management, etc. 
 

8. Physical Demands 
 

The assigned soil conservation work requires regular and recurring prolonged walking 
over field terrain, and bending, lifting, and stretching when setting up survey instruments 
and equipment. Average dexterity in the use of drafting and illustration tools is 
necessary.  

 
9. Work Environment 
 

Work at this level involves regular and recurring exposure to operating agricultural 
equipment including tractors, caterpillars, and a wide variety of attached implements 
such as cultivators, discs, and plows. There may be exposure to deep snow and ice 
conditions, herbicide and chemical spray operations, requiring safety precautions. 
Protective gear and clothing such as a hardhat, boots, and gloves may be necessary.  
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